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stones, so as to cement them together. Seeing it fatigued
by its labours, Rama sympathetically stroked its back with
the three middle fingers of his right hand, the marks of
which still persist in the squirrels at the present day.
According to tradition, the temple at Ramesvaram was
founded by Rama as a thank-offering for the success of
the expedition against Ravana. The possibility of making
an artificial union between South India and Ceylon by
means of a railway across Adam's Bridge is at the present
time under consideration.
North of the Gulf of Manaar are Palk's Straits and Bay,
named after Mr Robert Palk, Governor of Madras, 1763—
1767. The name "Palk's S freights" appears in a survey
chart dated 1764. The Bay is bounded on the west by the
coast of the Tanjore and Ramnad districts, and the pro-
montory of Point Calimere, which is 40 miles distant from
Point Pedro in Ceylon. The reserved forest of Point
Calimere is noted for its black-buck (antelope), spotted
deer,, and wild pigs.
The Madras Presidency has been roughly divided into
five natural divisions, viz. (i) the strip facing the Arabian
Sea, which is commonly known as the west coast; (2) the
central table-land, or Deccan; (3) the Agencies ; (4) the
east coast division, extending from Ganjam in the north as
far south as the Nellore district; (5) the southern division,
including the whole of the Tamil country, which is spread
over the districts of North Arcot, Madras, Chingleput,
Salem, Coimbatore, South Arcot, Tanjore, Trichinopoly,
Madura, Ramnad, and Tinnevelly^
The west coast, which is bounded on the west by the
Arabian Sea, and on the east by the western ghats, com-
prises the districts of South, Canara and Malabar or
Malayalam (the hill country), and the Native States of
Travancore and Cochin, all of which are included in the
ancient kingdom of Kerala. According to the legend,

